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7.2  Commitment to Education: Promotion 
of Appreciation for Arts & Cultivating 
Science Talent

A pool of talented people is essential to the development 
of our economy. As a leader in Taiwan’s knowledge-based 
industry, we regard cultivating talent for society as a core 
responsibility of TSMC. The Foundation tailors various 
programs to target a whole range of education at different 
age levels. At the primary school level, the Foundation 
donates books to the primary schools in remote townships 
to bridge the gap between urban and rural areas. We 
also take students from remote townships to visit science 
museums and arts centers to inspire their interest in arts 
and science. For secondary schools, we support a science 
camp for teachers and students to cultivate science talent. 
At the same time, we also hold literary activities to show 
our concern for education in the humanities. At the college 
level, the Foundation continues to donate scholarships and 
professorships to raise the level of academic research.

The Primary-School Level – Inspiring Children’s 
Interests for Science and Aesthetic Education
At the primary-school level, the Foundation’s focus is 
on aesthetic education. In 2002, the TSMC Foundation 
launched the “TSMC Aesthetic Tour” program to take 
children from remote townships to visit exhibitions in 
the National Palace Museum and the Taipei Fine Arts 
Museum. The Foundation hopes that these tours can offer 
underprivileged children a chance to inspire their interest 
in art. As part of TSMC’s aesthetic education plan, the 
TSMC Foundation continued to support the Taipei Fine Arts 
Museum to expand the “TSMC Children’s Art Education 
Center,” which will be an important base for promoting 
children’s art education in Taiwan.

●   TSMC Aesthetic and Science Tour/TSMC Children’s Art 
Education Center

The TSMC Foundation always places equal emphasis 
on inspiring children’s interest in arts and science. The 
Foundation launched the TSMC Aesthetic Tour in 2002, and 
the TSMC Science Tour in 2010. Through these two tours, 
the Foundation takes students from remote townships 
around Taiwan to visit museums, art sites, and science 
centers to cultivate their interest in both arts and science.

King Wu Ding and Lady Hao: Art and Culture of the Late Shang Dynasty
King Wu Ding and Lady Hao of the late Shang dynasty (ca. 13th-11th c. BCE) serve nowadays as an exemplary couple in the 
history of Chinese rulers. Their story, however, did not come to light until the twentieth century, more than three millennia after 
they lived.

Wu Ding was the 23rd king of the Shang dynasty and lived around 1200 BCE. Textual records indicate his uncle, King Pan 
Geng, had moved the Shang capital to Yin (modern Anyang, Henan). After the reigns of King Xiao Xin and Xiao Yi, Wu Ding 
finally came to the throne. Ruling for 59 years, he demonstrated concern for the people while respecting and recruiting virtuous 
and capable people for his administration, paving the way for the heyday of the Shang dynasty. As a result, he was later 
posthumously entitled “Gaozong,” meaning “Lofty Ancestor,” and praised in history as a leader of dynastic revival. Lady Hao 
was a favored consort of King Wu Ding. Although not recorded in later historical texts, records of Lady Hao found on oracle 
bones had already made a name for her by the end of the Qing dynasty. In oracle bone inscriptions, Lady Hao appears as a 
mother, a priestess, and even a battle leader.

This exhibition gathers together the essence of cultural objects excavated from the ruins of Yin by the Institute of History and 
Philology at Academia Sinica and the Institute of Archaeology at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences along with treasured bronzes from the Henan 
Museum. In addition, the Royal Ontario Museum in Canada and the National 
Museums Scotland have generously loaned two precious oracle bones. There 
were 363 precious exhibits in total.

TSMC Foundation sponsored 10, 000 students from primary and high schools 
to visit this exhibition to cultivate their understanding of Chinese history and 
culture and appreciation of traditional art.

In art education, in 2012 the TSMC Foundation sponsored 
12,000 students to participate in the “TSMC Aesthetic 
Tour”. This year, in addition to the annual visiting schedule, 
we took more than 10,000 students from junior high 
schools and primary schools to visit the exhibition “King 
Wu Ding and Lady Hao: Art and Culture of the Late Shang 
Dynasty” to increase their understanding of Ancient Chinese 
Art and Culture. Over the last 10 years, over 78,000 
students have participated in this series of tours to cultivate 
their appreciation of art.
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In addition to sponsoring museum visits, the TSMC 
Foundation also supported the establishment of a facility 
for promoting children’s art education. The Foundation 
cooperated with the Taipei Fine Arts Museum to establish 
a “Children’s Art Education Center,” the most substantial 
alteration of the museum’s space since its opening. The 
upcoming “Children’s Art Education Center” consists of a 
gallery, workshops, and a courtyard to serve as a dedicated 
art education space to serve children nationwide. This project 
is scheduled to be completed and inaugurated in 2013.

In Science, this year the “TSMC Science Tour” continued 
to take more than 2,000 children from remote school 
districts to the National Taiwan Science Education Center, 
National Museum of Natural Science, and National Science 
and Technology Museum. Assisted by professional guides, 
children interacted with various exhibits firsthand to 
experience the charm of science.

●   Hope Reading Program 
Since 2004, TSMC has sponsored the Hope Reading 
Program initiated by the CommonWealth Educational 
Foundation. This program is a campaign to narrow the 
gap in educational resources between rural and urban 
areas caused by disparities in wealth. By providing books 
to children in remote and underprivileged areas of Taiwan, 
TSMC hopes to promote literacy and inspire interest in 
reading among these children so that they will have good 
books to read and the opportunity to one day leave poverty 
behind through education. From 2004 to 2012, the 
Foundation has provided two hundred rural schools with 
150,000 books and supported 25,000 children.

The High-School Level – Nurturing Science and 
Humanities
At the high school level, TSMC emphasizes the need for a 
balanced education in both science and the humanities. In 

science, collaborating with the Ministry of Education and 
the Wu Chien-Shiung Foundation, the TSMC Foundation 
continued the project “Lifting the Ability of High School 
Physics Experiments” for the third consecutive year. In 
addition to teachers’ training, the Foundation supported 
National Tsing-hua University in launching the “Senior High 
School Academic Express” to bring science knowledge 
to secondary school campuses. At the same time, the 
Foundation continued to sponsor science camps for 
talented science students to meet with world-class scholars 
and inspire their scientific potential.

●   “Raising the Level of High School Physics Experiments” 
Program

Since 2010, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, 
the TSMC Foundation has continued to sponsor Wu Chien-
Shiung Foundation to carry on the project “Raising the 
Level of High School Physics Experiments”.

“Raising the Level of High School 
Physics Experiments” is comprised 
of two major parts. The first is 
to establish a full series of high 
school physics experimental kits, 
which are legal copies based 
on the training material of the 
International Physics Olympiad. 
These experimental kits will serve 
as an important database for 
high school physics education. 

The second part is to hold a camp for science teachers. 
With the assistance of the Ministry of Education, we will 
recruit science teachers to participate in the science camp 
during summer and winter vacations. One week’s training 
offered science teachers a chance to enhance their teaching 
skills and experimental abilities. As of the end of 2012, the 
program has provided professional development for 159 

science teachers, reaching over 30,000 high school students 
nationwide.

●   Tsing-Hua University “Senior High School Academic 
Express”

The TSMC Foundation also supported National Tsing-hua 
University in holding the “Senior High School Academic 
Express” to promote lecture courses in scientific knowledge 
at 12 senior high schools. Tsing-hua University is one of the 
most important academic bases in Taiwan, and through 
the “Senior High School Academic Express,” the results of 
Tsinghua’s research can be showcased and shared with 
the public and students. The project arranges for Tsinghua 
University professors to hold lively and easy-to-understand 
lectures on technology and everyday science. The lectures 
are held in twelve senior high schools across Taiwan 
and in the outlying island of Kinmen, and has gained an 
overwhelmingly positive response. Through this project, 
we look forward to inspiring student interest in academic 
research  

●   Science Talent Camp 
To cultivate talented young scientists, the Foundation 
continued to sponsor the Wu Chien-Shiung Science Camp, 
as well as the Wu Ta-Yu Science Camp, and sponsored 
the Madame Curie Chemistry Camp for the first time in 
2011. These camps provide talented students with the 
opportunity to hold discussions with world-class scientists 
with the goal of inspiring students and helping them realize 
their potential.

2012 was the fifteenth anniversary of the Wu Chien-Shiung 
Science Camp, and was also Dr. Wu Chien-Shiung’s 100th 
Birthday Anniversary. To celebrate the anniversary, the 
camp especially invited Dr. Richard Ernst, Dr. Shu Chien, 
Dr. Frank Hsia-San Shu, and Dr. Norden E. Huang, 4 world-
class scientists in the fields of chemistry, biology, astronomy 
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and physics to speak to 143 gifted youths and 35 science 
teachers for one week. The theme of the 11th Wu Ta-
Yu Science Camp was “The Future World of Innovative 
Materials: From Basics to Application” and 12 world-class 
scientists in related fields were invited to present their 
studies and new trends in their fields to 88 outstanding 
students from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. This year we 
also continued to sponsor the Madame Curie Chemistry 
Camp. A total of 142 students from senior and junior high 
schools gathered to listen to speeches by top-notch masters 
to inspire their interest in chemistry.

●   TSMC Youth Calligraphy Contest 
The art of calligraphy is a distinguished legacy of 
Chinese culture. To preserve this art in the modern era 
of technology, the TSMC Foundation encourages young 
people to learn calligraphy and continue this artistic 
tradition. In addition to the contest, the Foundation also 
organized various campaigns in 2011 to cultivate student 
and public appreciation of calligraphy.

In addition to the calligraphy competition, we also held a 
program in which young calligraphers experienced the art 
of writing on bamboo scrolls, gathering over 100 students 
from Taipei First Girl’s High School and Jianguo High School 
to write calligraphy at the century-old heritage site“ Taipei 
Story House”. Under the guidance the famous pop-lyrics 
writer-Vicent Fang and the poet Yilin Yan, through writing 
calligraphy on bamboo scrolls, the students not only 
expressed their creativeness but also realized the beauty of 
calligraphy. In addition, the Foundation continued to bring 
educational resources in calligraphy to campuses, holding 3 
workshops to showcase the history and modern application 
of this traditional art. The TSMC Foundation hopes to 
encourage younger generations to appreciate traditional 
Chinese art through calligraphy.

●   TSMC Youth Literature Award
The Foundation has held the “TSMC Youth Literature 
Award” for 9 years, and works entered in the competition 
have become more sophisticated and diverse each year. 
Numerous former winners continue to submit new works 

Responses from Participants in the Madame Curie 
Chemistry Camp
“All the professors and professionals who talked to us brought new meaning 
to this saying: There are two types of people in the world—those who aspire 
to become great and those who create greatness.”

--- Hsinchu Experimental High School, Fan-sheng Don

“To my surprise, the Chemistry Camp does not only talk about chemistry. The 
founder invited a lot of professors and professionals in various fields, such as 
biology, physics, and even humanities. The topics of lectures introduced us to 
industries, environmental protection, and daily life, and how theories of chemistry apply to these fields. All of the lectures made 
me understand we can see chemistry everywhere in our life.”

--- Taichung Hisao-ming High School, Yun-ya Chu

to newspapers and magazines. Since last year, we have 
been inviting noted writers and poets to get together with 
former winners. Through close communication, young 
writers are encouraged to have the confidence to create 
more. Our annual literature gathering has also become an 
important feature of this literature award.

Thoughts from a Judges of the TSMC 
Calligraphy Competition
“It is not easy for high school students to create such 
beautiful works, especially since it takes a lot of practice 
time from their preparations for college exams. However, I 
would point out that imitating the ancient masters’ work 
is not only way to learn calligraphy. Maybe art teachers at 
schools can encourage our younger generations to write 
calligraphy in more creative and modern angles so they 
can easily access this traditional art.”

--- The Renowned Art Educator, Mr. Han Bo-teh

“The competition really encourages students and youth 
who enjoy writing calligraphy and engraving chops. In my 
memory, early chop-engraving styles were not as diverse 
asthe ones presented in the competition. From this we 
can see the young artists’ hard work and creativity. An 
enterprise like TSMC has the resources to cultivate public 
appreciation for traditional art, which is great. I hope this 
competition can last for a long time.” 

--- Renowned Chinese Painter, Mr. Chao Tseng
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former artistic director of Opera Australia, spent three 
years on this work. A delicate Japanese stage featuring 
tatami (Japanese mats), a Zen pond, Japanese sliding 
doors, cherry blossom petals and flower arrangements, 
is combined with a modern, minimalist style and a 19th 
century American flavor. Music director Shao-Chia Lü 
conducted the premiere of the work in the Sydney Opera 
House in 1997, setting a record of multiple engagements 
and earning accolades as the best interpreter of Puccini’s 
operas. The TSMC Foundation was honored to sponsor 
this exquisite production, showcasing not only Taiwan 
artists’ phenomenal performance ability but also setting an 
example for Sino-western art and culture exchange.

The opera “Madama Butterfly,” presented by the National Symphony Orchestra (NSO), showcased not only Taiwan Artists’ 
phenomenal performance ability but also set an example for Sino-western art and culture exchange.

“Chuang-tzu’s in Hsin’s View” – A Radio Program
The TSMC Foundation has long been devoted to reviving 
Chinese traditional culture. Since 2008, the Foundation 
has worked with Hsinchu radio station IC Radio to present 
a series of broadcasts by Professor Hsin Yih-yun on the 
Analects of Confucius. We hope that Professor Hsin’s simple 
but inspiring lessons help more people understand the 
wisdom of the Analects.

After the Analects of Confucius, the Foundation continued 
to promote another Chinese Classic, Chuang-tzu. We again 
invited Professor Hsin Yih-yun to produce a Radio program 
“Chuang-tzu’s in Hsin’s View”. Through Professor Hsin Yih-

The College Level – TSMC Mentor Scholarship and 
Chair Professorship
In 2012, the TSMC Foundation continued to sponsor the 
“TSMC Mentor Scholarship” to support underprivileged 
students attending National Tsing Hua University and 
National Central University. In addition to providing financial 
support, the Foundation recruited senior TSMC employees 
to mentor the students regularly. We hope that the rich 
experience of TSMC employees can provide insightful advice 
for students both in school and in their future career paths. 
At the same time, the Foundation continued to endow 
chair professorships to strengthen academic research.

7.3 Promotion of Arts and Culture
The TSMC Education and Culture Foundation is devoted 
to the promotion of arts and culture. Over the years, 
the Foundation pioneered several innovative approaches 
and our positive feedback from the public has prompted 
many companies to join our efforts. In addition to inviting 
international performance groups to Taiwan, we also aspire 
to raise the quality of domestic performing arts through 
exchanges, and to give society deeper knowledge and 
appreciation of the arts.

Sponsorship of the Opera “Madama Butterfly”
“Madama Butterfly,” “Tosca” and “La Bohème” are 
Puccini’s three major operas, and the first brings together 
the best elements of his operas: the cultural differences 
between the East and the West, international love, divisions 
in social class, and the contrast between old traditions and 
modern culture. These elements make it a constant hit in 
major opera houses.

In 2012, the National Symphony Orchestra and its music 
director Shao-Chia Lü invited Opera Australia and Taiwan 
vocalists to present this classic opera. The Producer 
and director of the production, Moffatt Oxenbould, a 




