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former artistic director of Opera Australia, spent three 
years on this work. A delicate Japanese stage featuring 
tatami (Japanese mats), a Zen pond, Japanese sliding 
doors, cherry blossom petals and flower arrangements, 
is combined with a modern, minimalist style and a 19th 
century American flavor. Music director Shao-Chia Lü 
conducted the premiere of the work in the Sydney Opera 
House in 1997, setting a record of multiple engagements 
and earning accolades as the best interpreter of Puccini’s 
operas. The TSMC Foundation was honored to sponsor 
this exquisite production, showcasing not only Taiwan 
artists’ phenomenal performance ability but also setting an 
example for Sino-western art and culture exchange.

The opera “Madama Butterfly,” presented by the National Symphony Orchestra (NSO), showcased not only Taiwan Artists’ 
phenomenal performance ability but also set an example for Sino-western art and culture exchange.

“Chuang-tzu’s in Hsin’s View” – A Radio Program
The TSMC Foundation has long been devoted to reviving 
Chinese traditional culture. Since 2008, the Foundation 
has worked with Hsinchu radio station IC Radio to present 
a series of broadcasts by Professor Hsin Yih-yun on the 
Analects of Confucius. We hope that Professor Hsin’s simple 
but inspiring lessons help more people understand the 
wisdom of the Analects.

After the Analects of Confucius, the Foundation continued 
to promote another Chinese Classic, Chuang-tzu. We again 
invited Professor Hsin Yih-yun to produce a Radio program 
“Chuang-tzu’s in Hsin’s View”. Through Professor Hsin Yih-

The College Level – TSMC Mentor Scholarship and 
Chair Professorship
In 2012, the TSMC Foundation continued to sponsor the 
“TSMC Mentor Scholarship” to support underprivileged 
students attending National Tsing Hua University and 
National Central University. In addition to providing financial 
support, the Foundation recruited senior TSMC employees 
to mentor the students regularly. We hope that the rich 
experience of TSMC employees can provide insightful advice 
for students both in school and in their future career paths. 
At the same time, the Foundation continued to endow 
chair professorships to strengthen academic research.

7.3 Promotion of Arts and Culture
The TSMC Education and Culture Foundation is devoted 
to the promotion of arts and culture. Over the years, 
the Foundation pioneered several innovative approaches 
and our positive feedback from the public has prompted 
many companies to join our efforts. In addition to inviting 
international performance groups to Taiwan, we also aspire 
to raise the quality of domestic performing arts through 
exchanges, and to give society deeper knowledge and 
appreciation of the arts.

Sponsorship of the Opera “Madama Butterfly”
“Madama Butterfly,” “Tosca” and “La Bohème” are 
Puccini’s three major operas, and the first brings together 
the best elements of his operas: the cultural differences 
between the East and the West, international love, divisions 
in social class, and the contrast between old traditions and 
modern culture. These elements make it a constant hit in 
major opera houses.

In 2012, the National Symphony Orchestra and its music 
director Shao-Chia Lü invited Opera Australia and Taiwan 
vocalists to present this classic opera. The Producer 
and director of the production, Moffatt Oxenbould, a 
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yun’s rich knowledge and vivid examples, we hope that 
more people can understand Chuang-tzu’s philosophy, and 
gain wisdom from it.

The Literature Salon at the Taipei Story House
The TSMC Education and Culture Foundation firmly believes 
that the protection of cultural assets not only involves 
structural maintenance but also spiritual replenishment 
through continual rejuvenation of cultural heritage sites. 
Acting on this conviction, the foundation in 2007 provided 
funding for the monthly Literature Salon at Taipei Story 
House. Through regularly-held book readings by the authors, 
the spirit of the humanities has been instilled in the physical 
structure of heritage sites. These events allow artists and 
writers to come together in old homes filled with history. 
They have also given the edifice itself a new lease on life.

7.4  Community Building – the TSMC Hsin-
chu Festival

The Foundation continues to promote arts and cultural 
activities in our site communities. Every year we organize 
the TSMC Hsin-Chu Art Festival to bring cultural activities to 
these high-tech cities and encourage a greater appreciation 
for the arts in these communities. In past years, through the 
Foundation’s invitation, numerous masters such as Chinese 
Opera performers Pai Hsien-yung, Wu Hsing-kuo, Wei Hai-
ming, and Li Bao-chun as well as the great classical music 
masters Lin Cho-liang, Li Yun-di, Ann-Sophie Mutter, James 
Galway, and Kun Woo Paik brought these communities 
marvelous performances and concerts. Over the last ten 
years, more than 230,000 participants have enjoyed the 
programs presented by the TSMC Hsin-chu Festival. 

This year, following the in the footsteps of TSMC’s newest 
manufacturing facility, the Hsin-chu Art Festival was held 
not only in Hsinchu and Tainan, but also in Taichung. 

For Chinese opera fans, the Foundation hosted “One 
Hundred Years on Stage” performed by the Guoguang 
Opera Company. Gathering together Taiwan’s most 
fantastic performers, the play led the audience to look at 
the history of Chinese opera through a web of love, lust 
and hatred among operatic performers and characters on 
and off the stage. Two Taiwan major orchestras gathered 
at the festival for the first time. The National Symphony 
Orchestra performed H. Berlioz’s masterpiece “Symphonie 
Fantastique” in Hsinchu, and the National Taiwan Symphony 
Orchestra performed E. Grieg’s piano concerto in A minor. 
In addition to the theater performances, the Foundation 
also organized two activities with French Pianist Jean-Yves 
Thibaudet in the public spaces of our communities, held a 
children’s concert “The Animal Festival” at the Hsinchu Zoo, 
and the children’s drama “Visiting Little Confucius” held at 
the Confucius Temples in both Hsinchu and Tainan. TSMC 
hopes to reinvigorate the public spaces of our communities 
by infusing them with the energy of art. More than 40 
performances of the 2012 Hsin-Chu Festival attracted over 
15,000 inhabitants of Hsinchu, Taichung and Tainan.

Encouraging Arts Appreciation in Communities –
TSMC Hsin-chu Art Festival
Since 2003, the TSMC Foundation has been organizing art festivals to 
encourage a greater appreciation for the arts in our site communities. 
The tenth Hsin-chu Art Festival, follwoing the footsteps of TSMC’s newest 
manufacturing facility, the Hsin-chu Art Festival was held not only in Hsinchu 
and Tainan, but also in Taichung More than 40 performances of the 2012 
Hsin-Chu Festival attracted over 15,000 inhabitants’ participation.

7.5  TSMC Volunteer Program – “Long-
term Commitment to Chosen Service 
Themes”

Social responsibility has always been part of the 
TSMC corporate culture. In addition to developing 
semiconductors, solar energy, and solid-state lighting, 
making contributions to Taiwanese society is also an 
essential part of the company’s role. At the same time, 
the company offers employees volunteer activities outside 
working hours to provide them with a focus outside of their 
professional life. The TSMC Volunteer Program, under the 
leadership of Ms. Sophie Chang (Su-feng Chang), persists in 
the objective of, “long-term commitment to chosen service 
themes,” and encourages our colleagues to participate in 
volunteer activities with joy and wisdom. This objective 
corresponds with TSMC Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer Morris Chang’s expectations for the Volunteer 
Program, and our hope is that through volunteer activities, 
our colleagues can strike a fulfilling balance between their 
work and life. (TSMC Employee Volunteer Program 
Video )

http://www.tsmc.com/english/video/csr.html



